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From the Minister:
I write this during a week when the news has been dominated by so many senseless killings at home and overseas. The culpable homicide of an infant in Dundee; killings on the streets of Edinburgh and Glasgow; the murder of two soldiers and a policemen in Northern Ireland; suicide bombings in Iraq and Afghanistan; the murder of dissidents in Pakistan and Zimbabwe; the shooting of pupils, teachers and bystanders by a former pupil of a school in Germany. So many deaths. So pointless.
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A year ago at this time I wrote about “the gross injustice committed in our midst” by the closure of Cockenzie House Nursing Home. One of the local doctors most prominently involved in our fight to keep the Home speaks of the anger, the feeling of impotence and the sense of  injustice which has taken its toll on many  of  us  in  the  year  since the

Home closed. (John Murdoch relates his ‘take’ on this saga on the enclosed insert page). Our GP’s were united in warning both the Care Commission and East Lothian Council of the severe consequences likely to be suffered by the frail vulnerable people should they be removed from their “home”. A year on, a majority of those moved from Cockenzie House have in fact died – I have taken the funerals of many of them  - and relatives are understandably asking questions as to whether or not these deaths could have been avoided. So many deaths. So pointless.

Many people said the same of Jesus and of his followers. And yet…..whilst we share the anger and the sense of injustice when the innocent suffer, we have to believe, and for most of the time, we do believe that nothing that happens to any of God’s children is pointless,

[image: image7.png]



that everything has ultimate meaning, that at the end there will be a judgement and that our Judge is also our Saviour who will give all seemingly wasted lives meaning and value in this life and in the next. This is our Easter Faith.

Because I know many of you within our church family are experiencing hard times just now, let me pass on the words of a well-known hymn that kept me going throughout the most difficult times this past year… 

Put all your trust in God, 
in duty’s path go on; 
walk in his strength with faith and hope, 
so shall your work be done. 
Give to the winds your fears; 
hope and be undismayed; 
God hears your sighs and counts your tears, 
God shall lift up your head. 
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Sunday:  Lord Jesus Christ, Your name is above every other name and we praise You as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.   At this Easter time we thank You that for our sake You chose the path of humility, dying and rising again that we might receive eternal life.  Forgive us for our many frailties.  Lord you know us better than we know ourselves enable us by the power of your Holy Spirit to be alert to what you have to say to us as we meet together in worship.   Amen    

We pray especially for Mr Glover our Minister and all who will preach the Gospel today that they may know your leading and guiding in all they do and say.   Amen.

Monday:  Give thanks for the session of the Guild just finished, for friendships made and times of fellowship experienced.   Praise God for the tremendous support the Guilds in Scotland have given by raising more than £625,000 towards the six projects over three years.

Tuesday;  Give thanks for the course held on “Imagining the Bible”, for the leaders and  all who have participated.  

Wednesday:  Pray for the Minister and Office-Bearers and the Homecoming Committee   as they plan and organise the events for the “Homecoming Weekend” in June.    

Thursday:  As preparations are being made at this time for Christian Aid week pray for all who are involved in fund raising and raising awareness of the great need there is in so many countries of the world.  Give thanks for the spirit of generosity that exists and the way in which people respond so readily to appeals or help

Friday:  Let us remember all young people in our Church fellowship and community known to us who at this time have important exams that will affect their future career.   Pray that they might be able to keep calm and not be too stressed out.   Remember too the many teenagers leaving the school and unable to find employment.

Let us not forget many others who at this time have been made redundant.   Pray that soon the employment situation in the country may be better. 

Saturday:  At this time of turmoil in the financial world let us pray for world leaders that they may be granted wisdom and courage as they are faced with difficult decisions and unstable situations.    Let us continually bring before God the many countries of the world where there is war, injustice, poverty and disease.   Pray for the many AID agencies striving to do all they can to make life better for so many, that they may have the materials and personnel to meet the need.












Services and Meetings
Sunday 

10:15 a.m. All-age Family Worship (in Hall) 

Followed by Sunday School & Rock Club Groups
11.00 a.m.     Morning Worship (with Crèche) 
6:15 p.m.
Evening Worship 
    (As advertised, usually last Sunday of month)

7:30 p.m.
Rock Solid Club (every 2nd week)

Monday  

7:15 p.m.
The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday 

7.30 p.m.
Bible Study


(As advertised)

Welcome Wednesday 

10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (1st)

12-2p.m. 
   Lunches (3rd)

10 - 11a.m.
   Prayer Time (last)
5:15 p.m.
   1st Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June)

6:30 p.m.
   Boys Brigade – 


   Anchor boys and Junior Section

7:45 p.m.
   Company Section (Sept. - June)
8.00p.m.
   Badminton Group
Thursday     

5:00 p.m.
   Rainbows}
6:30 p.m.
   Brownies } (Sept. - June)

Saturday      

8.00 – 9.15a.m
  Prayer Breakfast (last of month)    

6:30 – 7:45 p.m Youth Club for 8-10 yr olds

8.00 – 9:15 p.m Youth Club for 11yrs + 


(Meets every 2nd week Sept-June)

                         OUR WORSHIP - (Services led by Rev Bob GLOVER except where indicated)


MINISTER	SESSION CLERK   			CLERK TO DEACONS COURT


Rev. Robert L Glover 			Mr John Murdoch    			Mr Ian Bulloch


Tel: 812481				Tel: 812469 				Tel: 852717


TREASURER				 ACCESS to the HALL contact		BEADLE


Mrs Janet Farquhar 			Mr Tom Donaldson			Mr Duncan Morgan


Tel: 811863				Tel: 812023				Tel: 812071


FLOWER CONVENER		ORGANIST		 		PRAYER SECRETARY	


Miss Mary Clements			Mrs Pamela Zenati 			Mrs Alice Hood


Tel:  812241 				Tel: 813641 				Tel: 812191


			�    Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended 


SC004630 Cockenzie and Port Seton: Chalmers Memorial Parish Church 'Scottish Charity'.











	


			


			


				    








					    








				       


			        


				        








We welcome contributions to the Church Newsletter. Please note however that these may be edited, summarised or omitted by the minister and editor, as circumstances require. Letters of general thanks and acknowledgement for Church flowers will be posted on the notice board in the Church Hall.





EDITOR'S   NOTE


Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the Church Newsletter. 


The next issue will be available on 


Sunday 14th June 2009


Articles for this edition should be with me by 


Sunday 25th May


If you would like to E-Mail news you can contact me on: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com" ��chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com� 


Or by phone on 819471


Sheila Bulloch








EVENING SERVICES


Please note that these continue on the LAST Sunday 


of each month at 6.15 p.m. until the end of May.











The Sunday School staff would like to thank everyone who has offered to donate foodstuffs or help with the Easter breakfast. This is greatly appreciated. 


Unfortunately, our numbers at Sunday School are rather low at the moment, but our small group of teachers are very dedicated and would ask for your prayers and support during the rest of the session. Please encourage any young people you know to come along to the 10.15am service and Sunday School.


A big thank you to everyone, young and not so young, who have contributed to our “penny jar” over recent years. Please save any spare coppers for our Sunday School funds.











Pastoral Cover


Rev Robert SIMPSON (01875 810308) will provide emergency pastoral cover from Thursday 21st May until Wednesday 27th May  (when the Minister along with Elders Ian Bulloch and Duncan Morgan are Commissioners at the General Assembly) and also from Saturday 6th June until Saturday 20th June when the Minister will be on holiday.














            Boomerang Back to Chalmers!!


   Dates for your diary - Flower Festival 


 12th, 13th and 14th June 2009





In the Church, on 12th, 13th and 14th June, as part of our Homecoming 2009 celebrations this year, Boomerang Back to Chalmers, there will be a Flower Festival, with the theme Fishing Boats Past and Present.  In the church hall on Saturday 13th June between 1pm and 5pm, an exciting variety of fun and games for all ages will be taking place with the Brownies, the Boys Brigade and the Badminton Group.   Some Storytellers will also be there – so something for the whole family.  At 5pm, as we head into what will of course be a lovely summer evening, we can all enjoy a barbecue in the Church grounds. If you can’t stay for that, there will be teas and coffees in the afternoon hosted by the Guild.





So put the dates in your diary.  If you want to be involved in creating a display please speak to Sandra Donaldson, Mary Clements, Barrie Johnston or Janet Farquhar.











At the Annual Stated Meeting, Mrs Irene Watson and Mr Alastair Sutherland were re-elected as deacons. Mrs Moyra Kaminski was also elected as a deacon. We welcome them all to the Court.











Thanks


Irene Paulet would like to thank everyone for the flowers, cards and visits received following the death of her husband Arno. 








FAMILY & YOUTH DEVELOPMENT WORKER: WELCOME TO NICOLA!


On Thursday 30th April, in Tranent Parish Church at 7 p.m., Ian Bulloch in his capacity as Moderator of Lothian Presbytery will lead a Service of Introduction for Nicola Bruce who, if all goes to plan, will be taking up the post of Family and Youth worker serving the six churches in the Tranent Cluster – Longniddry & Gladsmuir, Prestongrange, Tranent, Cockenzie Old and of course Chalmers Memorial. Although we will ‘own’ only a small proportion of Nicola’s time (half of which is to be spent at Tranent, the largest parish in our area), her Church of Scotland background in Aberdeen and her enthusiasm, commitment and her reputation based on her recent years working with the churches in Prestonpans whilst employed with the Episcopal Church leads us to expect great things from being able to draw on her experience. Although Nicola will be with us on an occasional Sunday, we are hoping that she will spend a large part of her time initially in our schools which will give her the knowledge on which to base her recommendations for youth work in our churches. Nicola’s appointment brings to fruition recommendations by representatives from the churches in the Tranent Cluster as to how to make use of an additional post financed by the Ministries Council at ‘121’ with just her expenses paid by the congregations. I do hope there will be many from Chalmers Memorial who will want to note 30th April in their diaries and join the Presbytery and our sister congregations in the Tranent Cluster to make Nicola’s welcome the unique occasion it truly is.











Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence, this is most important, the first on any list.”  John 22 v. 37 (The Message)





Sunday 7th June. Ian BULLOCH


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. 


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 





Sunday 14th June. Rev Tom GORDON


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. 


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 





Sunday 21st June (NB No 10.15 Service)


11.00 a.m.  All-age Family Service and Prizegiving


Amanda JOHNSTON with Rev. Bob GLOVER





Sunday 28th June. 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. 


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship with Sacrament of 


HOLY COMMUNION (with Crèche)





Sundays in July and August.


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
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Transport


Could you help with the transport rota? Assistance is required to bring a few of our elderly and, “less mobile" members to Church each Sunday. Could you help one Sunday each month? If so, please speak to John Murdoch or contact him on 812469.








FUNERALS


On 14th January 


(Baby) James Alexander LOGAN, 


					        72A High Street


On 16th January  


 Mrs Margaret (Peggy) HORNE, ‘Jesmond’,


					          36 Links Road


On 23rd January, 


Arno PAULAT, 		           62 Thomson Crescent





On 30th January, Mrs Jean STABLES, 


				               7 South Seton Park


On 17th February, 


Benjamin (Ben) URE, 


                         Formerly Cockenzie House Nursing Home


On 17th March,


 Mrs Margaret WYBAR,                            32 Seton Wynd








Stamps:    Thank you for all the stamps received for World Mission last year, which went towards a project for children in China.    This year the project for the stamps will be to help the Roma people of the Czech Republic who live on the edges of society and are subject to various forms of discrimination and prejudice, and suffer from a lack of educational opportunities and poverty.  You can help this project by collecting your used stamps, which are sold on to raise money.





I will be delighted to receive your stamps and pass them on to World Mission.		                                         Alice Hood


 











NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 2009


Cut out and keep in your diary.


ISSUE 		DEADLINE 			AVAILABLE


Summer 		25th May			14th June


July/Aug		16th August			30th August


Harvest		27th September 		11th October


Christmas		15th November 		29th November	








Sunday 19th April. 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship.  


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship.





Sunday 26th April. - DAY of COMMITMENT


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. Ian BULLOCH


11.00 a.m. Sacrament of HOLY COMMUNION. 


				        Rev Bob GLOVER


6.15 p.m. Evening Worship followed by HOLY COMMUNION. 		       Rev Bob GLOVER


Commitment Card enclosed to return on 


the day or post to the treasurer.





Sundays 3rd, 10th and 17th May.


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship





Sunday 24th May (Ascension & Assembly Sunday)


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. Rev Tom GORDON


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Rev Tom GORDON





Sunday 31st May (Pentecost)


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. David COOPER


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Rev. Bob GLOVER


6.15 p.m.   Praise Service led by Rev. John KNOX








HOME COMMUNION


Members who through illness or disability are unable to attend either of the forthcoming morning or evening communions and would like communion brought to them on the afternoon of Sunday 26th April are invited to speak to their Elder in the first instance or to telephone the Minister. 





Easter Services 


Easter Service with Guild Monday 6th April


7.30pm Chalmers Memorial Church 


                                                With Ian Bulloch


Maundy Thursday 9th April


7.30 pm United Communion Service in Methodist Church. Rev Bob GLOVER


Good Friday 10th April


2-3 p.m. ‘At the Cross’ (Silent Meditation) in Chalmers Memorial Church


7.30 p.m. United Service in Chalmers Memorial Church. Rev Andrew LETBY


Easter Sunday 12th April 


10.00 a.m. Easter Breakfast with the 


				      Sunday School


11.00 a.m. Family Worship. Rev Bob GLOVER











MINISTER


Rev. Robert L Glover,


Braemar Villa, 2 Links Road, Port Seton


Tel: 812481


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday as the Minister’s day off)





The next meetings of the 


Candle Coffee Club will be on 


Thursday 16th April & 21st May


Meeting at 10a.m. in 


Longniddry Inn.


All Welcome








